
WHAT YOU MUST KNOW:
BURIAL AT 

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
AND 

VA NATIONAL CEMETERIES
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Our Mission: to be the premier provider of Financial 
Solutions to the American Armed Forces community.

AAFMAA
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A quick background on the company. This webinar series is brought to you by AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust. Our vision is to ensure the financial security and independence of members of the armed forces community - active, retired, and honorably discharged service members and their families.  We accomplish this as the premier provider of financial planning, investment management, and trust services – for all branches of the military. 



Focusing exclusively on the needs of the military family, we work to provide
innovative, personalized, and lifestyle appropriate financial solutions.

AAFMAA
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also a few disclosures. This presentation is educational.  It is for general information only and is not specific investment, legal, or tax advice for any of you individually.  Do not rely on this presentation alone to guide your financial planning decisions. Since each individual situation is unique, your needs for financial services will differ. For individual advice, please contact us directly.  We produce this webinar series in house with our own professional staff as a service to our members and to help them better understand the resources that are available to them.  We have highlighted here two distinct characteristics that separate AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust from other service providers.  Our fiduciary standard to what is in the best interest of the client and exclusively serving the US Armed Forces Community.  In this case, today’s presentation on Financial Planning  is one that is increasingly popular as military members transition to new careers, consider retirement, or think about family needs. By the end of this presentation, you’ll be familiar with several concerns or considerations that might require the in depth attention and strategies of a financial plan. So now I will turn things over to Ross Cutler to walk us through the agenda.



American Armed Forces Mutual Aid Association

 Proudly serving America’s Armed Forces since 
1879!

 Non-profit, Member Owned Mutual Aid Association
 Open to all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces
 Life Insurance, Member and Survivor Benefits, 

Financial Planning, Investment Management and 
Trust Services, Mortgage Services

 Nearly 90,000 members
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AAFMAA was formed  (in 1879) as a result of the Battle of Little Big Horn (in 1876).  AAFMAA has been providing insurance and survivor assistance services for over 133 years.  Official disclaimer – we are here to educate about survivor benefits, not make recommendations.We serve the American Armed Forces:United States ArmyUnited States Air ForceUnited States Coast GuardNavyMarinesAAFMAA is privileged to be presenting this briefing today.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/United_States_Department_of_the_Army_Seal.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/United_States_Department_of_the_Army_Seal.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Seal_of_the_US_Air_Force.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Seal_of_the_US_Air_Force.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/United_States_Department_of_the_Navy_Seal.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/United_States_Department_of_the_Navy_Seal.svg


Disclaimer
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This presentation and any material attached to 
it has been prepared for informational purposes 
only and is not legal, financial or tax advice and 
should not be relied on as such. You should 
consult with your own  professional legal, 
financial, or tax advisor before taking any 
action that relates to the subject matter of this 
presentation or any attached material.

If you have any questions, please contact Member Benefits at 
MemberBenefits@aafmaa.com

mailto:VABenefits@aafmaa.com


VA National Cemeteries 
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VA National Cemeteries 

Burial Benefits
Includes a gravesite, opening and 
closing the grave, perpetual care, 
government headstone or marker, 
a burial flag, and a Presidential 
Memorial Certificate, all at no cost 
to the family.

Burial Flag
A United States flag is provided, 
at no cost, to drape the casket 
or accompany the urn of a 
deceased Veteran.
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VA National Cemeteries 

Find VA 
Cemeteries near 
you at www.va.gov

The VA maintains 
136 national 
cemeteries in 40 
states 

Verify that your 
preferred VA 
National Cemetery 
is open to new 
interments
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http://www.va.gov/


Pre-Need Burial Eligibility 

The Veteran’s Administration offers a pre-need 
determination to confirm eligibility for burial in a VA 
National Cemetery prior to the veteran’s death.

 Submit VA Form 40-10007 with DD Form 214 

 Spouses submit copy of marriage certificate

Fax: 1-855-840-8299

Mail: National Cemetery Scheduling Office
P.O. Box 510543
St. Louis, MO 63151 
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Pre-Need Burial Eligibility Application

10Available at: https://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-10007.pdf

https://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-10007.pdf


Pre-Need Burial Eligibility

Important to Note:
• This program is no longer accepting applications by 

email.
• Due to the large number of applications received, there is 

currently a delay with the VA processing and approving 
Pre-Need Eligibility Forms.

• A favorable Pre-Need determination does not guarantee 
burial in a specific national cemetery.  This is dependent 
on whether space is available at the time of need.    

• This program does NOT include Arlington National 
Cemetery.  The Department of the Army has jurisdiction 
over Arlington.
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VA National Cemetery Preparations

 Establish in writing your Primary Next of Kin or 
Person Authorized to Direct Disposition  

 Keep the VA’s decision letter on your burial 
eligibility in a safe place 

 Required Documents
 Copy DD214 #4 showing “honorable” discharge
 Copy Marriage Certificate for spouse
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DD 214 Certificate of Discharge

Character of Service 
shows “Honorable”

DD 214 #4
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VA State Cemeteries
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• Many states have established state veterans cemeteries 
• Use Pre-Need Eligibility Determination application VA 

Form 40-10007
• Eligibility is similar to VA national cemeteries, but may 

include residency requirements
• Contact the specific cemetery for information

Albert G. Horton Jr. 
Memorial Veterans 

Cemetery in Suffolk, Virginia



Arlington National Cemetery
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Arlington National Cemetery 

 Establish in writing your Primary Next of Kin or 
Person Authorized to Direct Disposition  

 Required Documents
 DD214 #4 showing “honorable” discharge
 Death certificate or cremation certificate 

 Takes longer to schedule burial with:
 Military Funeral Honors with escort 
 Chapel Requests 
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Arlington National Cemetery 

Frequently Asked Questions:
 Arlington National Cemetery will not guarantee a location 

request for a burial plot
 Arlington no longer allows personally purchased markers. All 

new burials are marked with the standard government marker 
provided by the National Cemetery Administration

 Arlington offers one plot per family.  In the case of a dual 
military couple there is one plot.  More than two people can 
often be accommodated in one burial plot depending on the 
nature of the remains. 
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ANC Burial Promises No Longer Valid
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Keep up with Arlington National 
Cemetery News

 Website
 https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Media/Public-Affairs-Office

 Facebook
 https://www.facebook.com/ArlingtonNatl/

 Twitter 
 https://twitter.com/ArlingtonNatl

 YouTube
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdviiwqQHHUePZglBHXF

vPw
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https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Media/Public-Affairs-Office
https://www.facebook.com/ArlingtonNatl/
https://twitter.com/ArlingtonNatl
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdviiwqQHHUePZglBHXFvPw


Important Documents

 DD 214 #4 (shows Honorable discharge)
 Legal Documents
 Will or Trust
 Appointment of Agent to Control Disposition of Remains

 Marriage Certificate
 Military Retired Pay Statement
 VA award letter(s)
 Life Insurance Policies
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Life Insurance Policies 

Ensure all beneficiary information is current with the 
company, this includes name changes (marriage, 
divorce) and contact information   
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Critical Communication

Does your family know what to do?
 Location of your important documents
 Letter of Instruction
 Funeral arrangements & funding
 Organ Donor 

 Military benefits and entitlements
 VA Burial Benefits

AAFMAA Members with an active policy call 
800-522-5221 for Survivor Assistance Services
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VA Burial Reimbursements

 Non Service connected death:
 Burial Costs Reimbursed by VA up to $300

 Service-connected death:
 Burial Costs Reimbursed by VA up to $2,000
 Cause of death on death certificate 

is critical for establishing service connection

 No VA Disability Rating = No VA Burial 
Reimbursement
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AAFMAA Thanks You!

Thank You
for your service to our great country and 

allowing us to be with you today! 

The AAFMAA Member Benefits Team
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